Engaged Learning Project Final Draft

Title of Project: Mexican Business Proposal
Subject(s): World Geography
Grade Level(s): 6
Abstract:
In this project students will take on the role of an international industrialist. Students will create a proposal for a business located in Mexico. The business will address one of the challenges the students learned about in Mexico and they will select a location for the business based on their research on the resources in the region. Since one of the challenges the students learned about is unemployment, the students will also create a help wanted advertisement for one of the positions in their company.   
Learner Description/Context:
Students have finished one semester of 6th grade social studies. Most of the students have been enrolled all year at the 6-8 middle school located within the K-12 virtual public-school district. Students reside in the state of Georgia and their socio-economic status varies as the state varies. A third of the students have 504 plans and a third of the students have been placed in the gifted program. Each student has their own laptop/computer and works independently to complete their assignments. Students can however, ask their parents or designated learning coach as well as teacher for help if they have a question, problem or concern.    
Time Frame: The project should last 5 to 6 days; with  one to two hours per day spent addressing learning and completion for this project.     
Standards Assessed:
Georgia Standards of Excellence for 6th grade Social Studies (modified)
SS6H1 Explain conflict and change in Latin America. d. Explain the impact of poverty on Latin America.
SS6G1 Locate selected features of Latin America. a. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map: Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Sierra Madre Mountains b. Locate on a world and regional political-physical map the country of Mexico SS6G2 Explain the impact of environmental issues in Latin America. a. Explain the causes and effects of air pollution in Mexico City, Mexico.
SS6G3 Explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution on Latin America. a. Explain how the location, climate, and distribution of natural resources impact trade and affect where people live in Mexico.
SS6E2 Give examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers in Latin America.
SS6E3 Describe factors that influence economic growth and examine their presence or absence in Mexico. a. Evaluate how literacy rates affect the standard of living d. Describe the role of natural resources in a country’s economy. e. Describe the role of entrepreneurship.
 
Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies (6-8)
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
L6-8WHST1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
L6-8WHST7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
L6-8WHST10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
 
ISTE Standards for Students
1. Empowered Learner: Students leverage technology to take an active role in choosing, achieving and demonstrating competency in their learning goals, informed by the learning sciences.
3. Knowledge Constructor: Students critically curate a variety of resources using digital tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts and make meaningful learning experiences for themselves and others.
4. Innovative Designer: Students use a variety of technologies within a design process to identify and solve problems by creating new, useful or imaginative solutions.
5c Computational Thinker: Students break problems into component parts, extract key information, and develop descriptive models to understand complex systems or facilitate problem-solving.
6. Creative Communicator: Students communicate clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats and digital media appropriate to their goals.
 
 
Learner Objectives: Student will know where resources are located in Mexico, determine what resources are needed for a business, where landforms are located in Mexico, what problems Mexico faces, how to determine the salary of employees for a companies, how to research and modify a map, how to research and select appropriate imagery, how to create a job advertisement, how to describe the purpose for a company, its location and how it will address problems within the country where it will be located. Student will be assessed using a rubric.

Students proposal will describe the chosen industry and will include visuals of industry. Students will describe where the industry will be located and the reasoning behind selecting the location. Students will provide a map and resources related to location selection. Students will explain how the industry will address a pressing issue within Mexico. Student will create advertisements for two positions within the company. This advertisement will include a brief description of the industry, the position description, salary and a short list of benefits.    
 
The “hook” or Introduction:
A hot button topic in the news today is immigration. Students will be presented with the topic of Mexican immigration as an introduction or hook to this project.  
Process:
Background: Prior to beginning this assignment students have already learned about Mexico’s culture groups, geography, environmental concerns, history, politics and economic challenges.
DAY 1 
Hook students with discussion on immigration. 
Project is introduced with directions, rubric, checklist, resource list and exemplar template to students in AdobeConnect LiveLesson class 
Students view Discover Education video on Mexican people and geography. 
Provide ‘Experts’ from Latin Chamber of Commerce, partner school international student/teacher to discuss modern Mexico
Students will brainstorm and select an industry to create in Mexico. 
DAY 2
Q and A with students. Students post industry and reason selected to Edmodo. Review industries selected.
Discussion on importance of resources, environment, and geography to industry success.
Students will complete a graphic organizer listing three possible locations for the new company, the resources and industrial potential of each location. 
Analyzing the information researched the student will select one location and explain why it was selected. 
DAY 3
Q and A with students. Students post Location and reason selected to Edmodo. Review Locations selected.
Students will research the Social, Political, Economic and Environmental issues that face Mexico and how they would impact the company. 
Conversely the students will also consider how the company will impact these issues. 
Students will research positions in their industry and complete a worksheet with basic information needed in an employment advertisement. 
DAY 4 
Q and A with students. Students post how issues addressed to Edmodo. Review Issues addressed and Advertisement
Students will create a proposal for the Mexican Government of the industry they wish to create in Mexico. 
 
DAY 5 and 6

Students post to Edmodo and present proposals in AdobeConnect Live Lesson classroom
Peers review presentations, provide feedback and rank top three presentations to submit to a member of the Latin Chamber of Commerce of Georgia in Atlanta
(ONGOING)
Students with selected proposals modify presentations based on feedback.
Students’ recorded proposals are shared with a virtual school from our “family” of domestic schools and international students for feedback and provide reciprocal feedback
Students present business proposals to member(s) of Latin Chamber of Commerce in person or virtually. 
Feedback is provided to students from Latin Chamber of Commerce member on proposals 
 
Product:
Students will create a proposal for the Mexican Government of the industry they wish to create in Mexico. The product will be meaningful to the students because they were allowed to create any type of company they wished, so they have a sense of ownership regarding the company they created and they are solving a problem.
Technology Use, References and Supporting Material:
The Learning Management System: Connexus- Virtual system housing previous lessons on Mexico. 
Why people are leaving Mexico? https://youtu.be/O3prpRsfSTY
New Mexico: The Costs and Benefits of Immigration https://youtu.be/rEQMeGf6orI
Discovery Education Video: Mexico: The People and Their Land
Undocumented immigrants struggle in Trump’s America https://youtu.be/B9YAYMqoM1A
Global Issues Website: www.globalissues.com 
Grolier Online article, “Mexico.”
Students will use their own laptop/desktop
Webmail/Phone to communicate with teacher
Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Canva, Piktochart, Touchcast, etc to create/present proposal
Edmodo to submit proposal and for feedback from peers
Location Graphic Organizer
Employment Advertisement handout
Job advertisement site: Indeed.com
How to write paragraphs handout
Instructions for project
Project Checklist 
Project Rubric 
Exemplar template
 
Indicators of Engaged Learning/LoTi
Standards-based, Challenging, Authentic/Meaningful, Student-directed, Multi-disciplinary Teacher as Facilitator and Guide, Assessment is Performance-Based. The higher indicators are standards based, authentic and student directed because students are researching information and creating a company to solve real-life problems. Current LoTi Level is a 5 perhaps a 6 if Chamber Member thinks proposals are viable.


